Hello Historical Society Members,
Thank you for your support during the recent online fundraiser! In case you missed Board
Chair Dr. Fred Grogan’s message on Facebook, here is what he communicated:
Our recent appeal to Historical Society members and Facebook friends to help upgrade
our security deficiencies at the History Museum was a great success.
You responded by donating $3,120 to support our security upgrades and help with our
operating deficit resulting from curtailed fundraising events due to COVID-19. In addition,
we received $1,050 in membership dues as a result of our appeal.
While we still expect a significant deficit this year, we have been able to reduce our
operational expenses to the bare minimum. In-kind volunteer assistance with some of our
basic services will also save over $450 per month. Of course, we will continue to seek
additional revenues through memberships, donations and other fundraising opportunities.
Once again, many of you have stepped up and helped us to
insure a secure future for Lee’s Summit history. Thank you,
and we look forward to the time that you can again visit the
History Museum to enjoy our recently completed exhibits,
other improvements, and the memories and surprises of
Lee’s Summit history.

Introducing New Board Members
Welcome to Jeremy Wisner and Pete Stevenson, who recently joined the Historical Society
Board.
Jeremy Wisner has lived in Lee’s Summit most of his life. He and his wife Holly have 3
sons, ages 12, 9 and 4. The family is active in scouting and in their church. In 2019
Jeremy became a member of the Marketing Committee for the History Museum. He has
enjoyed that involvement with the museum. He has worked for 16 years in his family’s
business, Langsford Funeral Home. Jeremy says he is a “4th generation Funeral Director
and feel very fortunate to work with my mother, Sandy Langsford, and on occasion my

grandfather, Buck.”
Pete Stevenson and his wife Doris moved to Lee’s Summit after retiring from a career in
the oil and gas industry. Pete was involved in drilling and producing oil wells throughout the
Midwest from Louisiana to Canada and numerous points in between. Pete was born in
Butler, Missouri, but grew up in Lawrence, Kansas, and graduated from KU. He married his
high school sweetheart. Pete and Doris have been married 69 years and have 4 children
and 6 grandchildren. The move to Lee’s Summit from Bella Vista, Arkansas, was the 20th
move for them.
Pete and Jeremy join other Board members— Fred Grogan (Chair), Matt Sanning (Vice
Chair), John Wisniewski (Treasurer), Sue Hart (Secretary), Denise Chisum, Mary Conkling,
Ken Davis, John Edwards, Todd Haynes, Kim Berwald-Viar, and Rick Wasson. Board
members generally serve 3 year terms with officers elected annually in October.

Around the Museum
Again this month we are highlighting an exhibit included in our “Lee’s Summit at War“
section of the museum. This authentic Japanese flag was taken following the Battle of
Guadalcanal during World War II. The flag was donated by Art Davis III. Art received it
from his father, Art Davis Jr., who received it from his brother-in-law, Robert “Bob”
Claybaugh. Bob Claybaugh was with the U.S. Army unit that overtook a Japanese area.
He kept this flag from that day.
During World War II (1941-1945) Lee’s Summit with a population of 2,263 had 402 who
enlisted.
“The surrender of Imperial Japan was announced by Japanese Emperor Hirohito on
August 15 and formally signed on September 2, 1945, bringing the hostilities of World War
II to a close.” (Wikipedia)
The formal surrender documents were signed aboard the USS Missouri, docked in Tokyo
Bay.

Museum Still Closed
Currently the History Museum remains closed to the public. We are watching the number
of cases in the metropolitan area and the school district’s decisions before reopening,
possibly in September. We will announce the reopening on Facebook and the museum
website. For now, stay tuned.
Speaking of COVID-19, as we all are, we are interested in your
pandemic stories. Maybe in honor of back to school — “What
you did on your COVID-Stay-cation.” Please let us know if you
have a story to share on Facebook or just to keep in museum
files.
As always, we hope to be able to see you soon at the museum.
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